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ТАКЕ А GOOD LONG LOOK АТ МЕ. МОТ VERY PRETTY, 
ЕН? ГМ JUST АМ OLD, DILAPIDATED, WEATHER-BEATEN, 


PAINT-STARVED,ONCE-PROUD MANSION A/OW'T'VE KNOWN 
SETTER DAYS...THE DAYS WHEN 1 WAS BRIGHT AND NEW 
AND PROUD, WITH CRYSTAL WINDOWS, DRESSED UP IN 
FRESH CLEAN COATS OF PAINT, STANDING STATELY 
UPON A LUSH GREEN LAWN, BUT THOSE DAYS ARE GONE. 
GONE AND ALMOST FORGOTTEN. NOW, PEOPLE SHUN МЕ... 
HURRY PAST МЕ IN DREAD...AS IF І WERE А HAUNTED 





WELL, THAT'S WHAT I AW. А HAUNTED HOUSE f NOF THE 
HAUNTED HOUSE OF HORROR TRADITION, WITH BLOOD - 
STAINED STAIRCASES AND REENACTMENTS OF EVIL DEEDS 
ECHOING DOWN MY MUSTY OLD CORRIDORS, AND GHOSTS ОҒ 
LONG-DEAD OCCUPANTS FL ITTING AND SWIRLING THROUGH 
MY EMPTY PLASTER-CRACKED ROOMS, WAILING АМО CLANK - 
ING CHAINS. М0,/ I'M A D/FFERENT KIND OF HAUNT ED 
HOUSE. TM HAUNTED BY A HORRIBLE L/V/IN6 SECRET. 


YES, THE CRIES OF A @#/L O VIBRATE WITHIN МҮ 
ROTTING SHELL THE SQUALLING OF A 2А8У ” 
WHAT'S WRONG WITH THAT, YOU ASK? ISNT THAT 
A PERFECTLY NORMAL THING FOR A BABY TO DO 
CRY? PERHAPS BUT THIS BABY IS OYING 71Т5 
DYING OF...WHAT'S THAT? THAT SOUND IN THE 
NIGHT...COMING CLOSERS У IT'S THE CHURNING ОҒ 
AN AUTOMOBILE'S STRAINING ENGINE ... 


THERE'S ANOTHER KIND OF WAILING WITHIN МЕ, LISTEN 


Мно мошо BE FOOL ENOUGH TO 
BE OUT ІН THIS DISMAL NIGHT OF 
POURING RAIN АМО LURID LIGHT- 
NING FLASHES THAT LIFT THE CUR – 
TAIN OF DARK MOMENTARILY FROM 
TIME TO TIME ? THERE ІТ COMES, 
DOWN THE UNPAVED DIRT ROAD, NOW 
JUST А RUTTED QUAGMIRE OF MUD. 


НЕ STARES HOPELESSLY AT HIS MIRED AUTOMOBILE , 
АМО THEN TURNS, SQUINTING INTO THE DARKNESS. ДОДУ 
DON'T LOOK TOWARD МЕУ PLEASE, DON'T... 
GOT TO FINO A PLACE TO SPEND THE 
NIGHT. I WONDER IF THERE ARE АМҮ 


А CAR, SCARCELY ORAG6 N6 
ITSELF THROUGH THE CLINGING 
SLUDGE. BUT... MO,..NO ИТТ 
STOP. /7 MUSTN'T, KEEP GOING 
PAST ME! DON'T STOP HERE IT 
WOULD ВЕ 4WNSEROUS FOR YOU 
TO STOP МЕЖЕ... TONIGHT... 


І FEEL MY ANCIENT TIMBERS GROAN- 
ING AS THE WHEELS SPIN USELESSLY, 
SINKING DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO 
THE MUD, І FEEL A SHIVER RUN 
THROUGH MY EAVES AS THE DRIVER 
STEPS FROM THE STUCK CAR..CURSING. 

“Т, т 

Ç 


I'LL KEEP UTTERLY SILENT AND TRY TO HIDE 
MYSELF BEHIND THE CLOAK OF NIGHT. PERHAPS HE' LL 
WALK ON DOWN THE ROAD. PERHAPS HE WON'T SEZ МЕ. 
PERHAPS ...ON, ДЕА?” THAT L/6HTNING FLASH 
S/LHOUETTES ME AGAINST THE FLUID SKY... 


WHAT LUCK THERE'S 





WHAT LUCK; НЕ 8АҮ57 THE PO0R FO0Lf 840 шск! NOW 5 5н 

HE'S SLOSHING TOWARD МЕ. ТУЕ GOT ТО 2/$СОШ/ЛАбЕ B . Гм WIN ү, 

HIM...GOT ТО DRIVE НІМ AWAY... FOR HIS OWN SAKE. TLL ‹ 

BANG MY SHUTTERS CLOSED, HIDING THE 0/# LIGHT 

FROM THE NURSERY, CONCEALING THE FACT THAT SOME — 

ONE L/VES HERE. PERHAPS НЕЧА ВЕ FRIGWTENED Ten | O, WELL IT'S THE ONLY HOUSE FOR M/LES, 

АТ MY BROODING EMPTY UNFRIENDLY APPEARANCE AND AND ANY PORT ІМ A STORM I CAN'T JUST 
STAND HERE ALL NIGHY GETTING SOAKED 
TO THESA/N... MAYBE CATCH MY DEATH ОҒ 


HMMM! SURE 15 АМ EERIE 
LOOKING PLACE. I'D HATE 
TO SPEND А А/ФИГ ІН... 


Вит 87/44. HE COMES, WHAT ELSE? 
THE 2475 7 OF COURSE. PEOPLE 
ARE /Ж/ӨИТЕМЕО OF BATS. EASY 
TO RATTLE MY RAFTERS AND CHASE 
AND CREVICES.. A FLOCK FROM MY 477/0. 
HU! WHAT ТИЕ ..? ОН... 
С'МОЖ,_оскмооо! ) | JUST A BUNCH ОҒ 
IT'S JUST THE 4 | 8478.” І MUST HAVE 
W/IND...HOWLING 1 | FRIGHTENED THEM. 
WHAT'S THAT? Он.../087 THE PAST THE EAVES... J| THEY WON'T BOTHER 
SWUTTERS CLATTERING ОРЕМ 
ANO SHUT. АУУ THERE'S А 


HE'S YOUNG AND STUBBORN NOTHING SCARES HIM OFF. HE JUMPS ASIDE NIMBLY. HE KEEPS COMING. ONE LAST 
HE'S INSISTANT UPON WALKING INTO THE HORROR THAT CHANCE , THE LOOSE BOARD IN МҮ PORCH STEPS. THERE. 
LURKS WITHIN МҮ MOULDERING WALLS . HE'S ALMOST ТО 

THE PORCH NOW. AT THE RISK OF HURTING HIM, I'LL 

SHAKE PART OF MY ROTTING EAVES DOWN UPON HIM. 





Мү DOOR CREAKS OPEN ОН HINGES 
THAT HAVE NOT TASTED OIL FOR 
LONG, LONG YEARS. HE'S SHOCKED 
AT THE FACE THAT APPEARS IN THE 
DOORWAY... ONE OF THOSE FOUNG- 
OLD FACES, WRINKLED AS IF WITH 
GREAT AGE, YET STAMPED WITH A 
KIND оғ YOUTHFULMNESS... 
TIM SORRY 
To D/STURB YOU 
AT THIS HOUR... 
BUT, YOU SEE, MY 
CAR вот STUCK 
IN THE MUD, AND Т... 


MY NAME IS 
CYNTHIA ACKROYD. 
ГМ A W/DOW/ TAKE 


LOCKWOODS 
МҮ НАМЕ! 


IN OUT OF 
THE #4/#” 


SUDDENLY THE MEWLING SOUNDS START...THE CRYING. 
COMING FROM UP THE OLD WINDING STAIRS... COMING FROM 


THE NURSERY. 


OH, PLEASE EXCUSE, 
ME! MY BABY 15 
CRYING! 


T 


HER BABY? f SHE'S А MOTHER? ОН,5НЕ 
PROBABLY ADOPTED ОМЕ. NO, SHE СОШ DW T 
HAVE, SHE'S А WIDOW, SHE SAID. Т GUESS 
SHE'S YOUNGER THAN SHE LOOKS f PERHAPS 
THE DEATH ОҒ HER HUSBAND WITH THE , 
BABY ON THE WAY AGED HER LIKE THAT! 


WHAT A PITIFUL 700. / WHY АВЕ ALL HUMAN BEINGS 
50 LO6/CAL WHEN THEY WANT TO ВЕ? WHY DIDN'T НЕ 
ТАКЕ MY WARNING? HE DOESN'T EVEN SUSPECT,AS 
MRS. ACKROYD RETURNS ... 


CAN'T YOU PHONE 
FOR THE 20070747 


THE BABY'S STILL 
CRYING 7 IT SOUNDS 
AS THOUGH IT'S 


НЕ /5, MR. LOCKWOOD f MY 
BABY IS RATHER /LL/ BUT 
EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL 


LOCKWOOD. NOW , DON'T YOU 
TROUBLE YOURSELF. I'VE 
DOCTORED MY LITTLE JUMPL/NE 
THROUGH MANY А CRISIS! 





BUT THE А! YES,LOCKWOO0! 607 RUSHEOR [HE'S JUST HUNGRY МАҮ І 

8 А DOCTOR! LEAVE/ANY EXCUSE IT'S TIME FOR HIS HELP? 
JUST DON'T СОМЕ ВАСА. GO BOTTLE, THIS WILL ) MAY I SEE 
AHEAD 7 OON'T LISTEN TO HER. QUIET HIM... YOUR BABY, 


GALLANT OFFER... 


CAN 1 60 FETCH THE 
DOCTOR, MRS. ACKROYD ? 


MY САЎ 15 STUCK BUT 1 REALLY MY BABY 
сол маке ır on oor ” ISN'T THAT SICK! 


І MEAN, IF YOUR BABY'S 
LIFE 15 IN DANGER... 


ЖО” YOU CAN'T SEE HIM! ин. ALL RIGHT, 
THAT IS ...YOU //6//7 CATCH HIS Ç MRS. ACKROYD! 
SERMS. NO USE RISKING YOUR 

HEALTH, MR. LOCKWOOD! YOU 

JUST STAY DOWN МЕЖЕ TILL 1 

TAKE CARE OF DUMPLING ' I ЖОРУ 


SEE, NOW? DON'T YOU SENSE WHY EVERY MOMENT YOU ЕИО 
HERE IS MARCHING YOU CLOSER AND CLOSER ТО А М/6/У/- 
WAR/ISH РАТЕ? OON'T YOU SEE? OF COURSE МОТ, YOU 
FOOL! INSTEAD, YOU LISTEN TO THE AGE-OLD HEART — 
WARMING SOUNDS ORIFTING DOWN TO YOU FROM THE NURSERY 
DOOR... THE SOUNDS OF THE LOVING MOTHER AND HER CHILO. 
AND YOU SMILE... MUVVER'S ЧТТСЕ DUMP LIN 

DARLIN' IS HUNGWY...ISN'T НЕ? 

HASUM GOT NAUGHTY PAINS? 

MY POOR BABY! HERE'S SOME 
NICE WARM MILK 


Сам! . AM; THAT'S IT THE FRAMED PICTURE ОН THE DUST- 
COVERED PIANO! PICK IT ИР. LOCKWOOD! PICK ІТ UP АМО 
CLUE TO Hi READ THE /NSCRIPTION. STUDY I74 


OH, WELL ؟‎ MOTHERS ARE OUEER ABOUT 

THEIR KIDOS...OVERLY PROTECTIVE... 

SHIELDING. SHE PROBABLY FIGURED ГМ 

THE ONE WITH THE GERMS. SHE . 
WHAT'S THIS? 





SEE THE UN/FORM ON THE MAN, 
MR. LOCKWOOD? RECOGNIZE !T?... 


HMMM WAY BACK FROM 
S> WORLD WAR ONE... 
A MEMENTO SENT BY 
HER FATHERS 


IT's NOT AN ELEGANT ROOM, MR. LOCKWOOD, NONE 
OF MINE ARE МОМ. YOU UNDRESS, BLOW OUT THE CAN- 
OLE, АМО SINK WITH EXHAUSTION INTO THE MUSTY OLD 


Мо, You ipioTf ОТ HER FATHER 
GUESS AGAIN! THIS 15 А CLUE THAT 
CAN SAVE YOU. MAKE THE RIGHT 
GUESS AND YOU'LL RUN AND RUN 
AS IF DEMONS WERE AT YOUR HEELS. 
HURRY! SHE'S COMING... 


Он? YOU'VE тм 50 SORRY! 


FOUND HIS YOU MUST HAVE 
PICTURE НЕ | BEEN JUST A 


WAS KILLED GIRL WHEN 


GOING OVER / YOUR FATHER 
THE TOP IN 4 DIED. 
19184 е 


SOFT ВЕР. АМО YOU SLEEP. YOU SLEEP UNTIL YOU'RE 


АМАКЕМЕО BY... 


Ооєѕ IT COME TO YOU NOW, LOCKWOOD? LISTEN 
OAREFULLY WHY OOES THAT BABY'S PITIFUL МЕМ- 
LING STRIKE VOU АЗ D/FFERENT? WHYS WHYS... 


I ANON іт‘ 70010027 HOW Mi. Î 
CAN A SMALL BABY CRY SO LOUD? 53 


ЖС — 


SME WON'T DENY IT'S HER FATHER, 
MR. LOCKWOOD! SHE WOULDN'T TELL 
YOU THE TRUTH! NOT SHE! THAT 
WOULD SPOIL IT ALL FOR HER, DON'T 
YOU SEE THE SECRET SMILE ON HER 
FACE? STOP YAWNING. WAKE UP... 
IF YOU DON'T MIND, 
I'D LIKE TO 60 TO 
BED мом? 


CERTAINLY f 
COME f TLL SHOW 
YOU YOUR ROOM/ 


THAT'S IT, LOCKWOOD! GET UP! PACE THE FLOOR f 
THAT'S IT! THINK. 


I САМ? SLEEP WITH THAT GOING 
ом? BUT THAT CRYING 15 000 
SOMEHOW! NOT JUST PAIN 7 


IS Туг; <ометніне £¿s£ 5омЕтніне 


[7 (ШЕ т сант PUT мү F/NSER ON! 


М 


= 2 


THAT'S /7; LOCKWOOD. YOU'RE ОМ THE Я/6/У7 TRACK 
HURRY У DISCOVER THE TRUTH АМО LEAVE MY MOULD- 
ERING TERROR-FILLED INSIDES. #(/W” RUN FROM МЕ 
BEFORE IT'S 700 LATE... 


I'VE 6OT TO SEE THAT BABY! I'VE GOT ТО... 


WHAT'S THIS? 3 





ТнАт'5 IT, EOGKWOOD! PUT YOUR 
SHOULDER TO THE DOOR! HEAVE f 
2 I'LL HELP Y0Uf I'LL WARP AND 
NOW Z ANOW SOMETHING'S | BUCKLE THE ROTTED JAMB...LOOSEN 
WRONG/ SHE WANTS TO MY HOLD ON THE HINGES THERE... 
KEEP МЕ FROM TAKING ЁЙ МОМ WE'LL SEE WHAT 
А LOOK AT THAT BABY! 2, THIS IS ALL ABOUT! 


LISTEN, LOCKWOOD! STAND OUTSIDE THE NURSERY DOOR AND 
LISTEN” HEAR IT? HEAR ЇТ?,„, 


IT'S SURE LOUD, ALL RIGHT! BUT THEN, ОҒ COURSE, ALL 
SOUNDS SEEM LOUDER AT NIGHT... CONTRASTING AGAINST 
THE STILLNESS. ESPECIALLY А BABY S ORY . 


PUSH OPEN THE 2007, LOCKWOOD! PUSH OPEN THE 
NURSERY DOOR АМО SEE... 


OH, MY LORD... 
CHOKE 





YES, MR. LOCKWOOD! THAT'S HER ‘ДАВУ 'THAT'S DÚNPL/AG 
LOOK AT HIM. LOOK AT HIM AND ДЕ S/CK... 

A...GAGG...A 

GROWN МАМ” 


HE'S OVINE. МҮ BABY 
15 2У/М6/ 
М 


#2 


„YOU HAD TO LET HER FIND YOU STARING DOWN AT HER 
MANACLED BABY WITH YOUR BACK TURNED ТО HER. YOU 
HAD TO LET HER COME UP BEHIND YOU WITH THE CLUB. 
YOU HAD TO WATCH THE BLACKNESS CLOSE IN AS SHE 
STRUCK... == 


BUT ГЦ HAVE A NEW 
BABY ЖО _Q 


Дно NOW, AS THE BLACKNESS FADES, YOU CAN SEE YOUR FUTURE, LOCK- 
WOOD--CLEARLY# YOU CAN SEE WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE ТО 00 
THROUGH FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE! І WARMED YOU! Т TRIED І 
REALLY 0/07. 
OH, YOU SWEETUMS. ттік DUMPLING 7 
MOMMY LOVE YOU! MOMMY TAKE CARE OF YOU 
IZZUM SLEEPY? ROX-A-BYE 248, т 


Т#Ё ТЕЕ TOP...WHEN p, $ 
ЖЕ WIND g05 


АУ 


I 
I 





HENRY GRINNED DOWN INTO THE BLOODY KITCHEN SINK, AND 
LISTENED WITH RAPTURE ANO RELIEF AS THE BRAND NEW 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL UNIT STOPPED GRINDING AND SUCKING 
AND CHATTERING AND BEGAN TO HUM SMOOTHLY. IT HAD DONE 
ITS JOB WELL. HENRY SIGHED WITH SATISFACTION, STOOPED, 


OPENED THE CABINET DOORS BELOW THE SINK, AND SWITCHED 


THE UNIT OFF, THE SILENCE OF THE HOUSE CLOSED IN 
AROUND HIM, HE TURNED АМО KNELT AND BEGAN SPONGING 
UP THE POOL OF SCARLET ON THE KITCHEN FLOOR, 
6000-ВҮЕ, RITA AND 6000 
RIDDANCI 


HENRY WORKED SWIFTLY ANO METICULOUSLY, 
WRINGING OUT THE 81.000 INTO THE ІМК, THEN 
LATHERING THE LINOLEUM TILL ІТ GLEAMED CLEAN 





Не SCOURED THE SINK CAREFULLY, 
RINSED OUT THE SPONGE, АМО DRIED 
HIS CLEAN WET HANDS ON A NEW 
KITCHEN TOWEL. EVERYTHING NAD 
BEEN TAKEN CARE OF. THERE WAS 
NO TRACE... NO SIGN... NOTHING ТО 
ATTEST TO THE HIDEOUS DEED HE'D 
JUST COMMITTED, HENRY SHOT А 
QUICK GLANCE AT THE CLOCK. 
TOOK ME LONGER THAN I 
EXPECTED IT WOULD 
С го ВЕТТЕК сет JRESSE. 
ALMOST TIME... 


ا 


Низ GLANCE FELL UPON THE 
CLEAVER ANO THE HACK- SAW ANO 
THE RAZOR-SHARP KITCHEN KNIFE 
LYING ON THE FORMICA SIDEBOARD, 
WIPED CLEAN OF THEIR PARTICIPA 
HIS FOUL А! ISHMENT. 


оуант то PUT 79092” УӘ 4 
THINGS away Í Е | 


LL WASH THESE THINGS 
OUT JOAW9W/T WHEN THE 
GANG HAS GONE. 


HE CHECKED HIMSELF IN THE MIRROR, RAN A COMB 
SWIFTLY THROUGH HIS THINNING HAIR, АМО HURRIED 


FORTUNE... . 


FOR A FEW WEEKS, 


HENRY! 


HE INSERTED THE KNIFE IN ITS wALL- 
RACK, HUNG THE CLEAVER ON ITS HOOK 
BELOW AND SLID THE HACK- SAW INTO 
THE TOOL DRAWER. . . 

RITA NEVER L/KED мү TOOL 
DRAWER. IT WAS ALWAYS A MESS 
SHE USED TO SAY. УММЯУ/ WELL, 

SHE WON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT 


THEY MOVED INTO THE LIVING ROOM, . «LAUGHING... 
JOKING... CONGRATULATING HENRY UPON HIS 0000 





HENRY LAUGHED -6000=NATUREDLY, OPENING THE ВАЯ- 
LIFTING OUT THE GLASSES,THE WHISKEY, 


HOPE YOU GOT А 
6000 SUPPLY OF 
CHLOROPHYLL, 
HENRY! IF WYOLD 
LADY SMELLS MY 
AREATH.. . 


BOYS! I'LL GET 


THREE TIMES 
А5 MUCH, HENRY Í 
MAYBE FOUR. 


YOU KNOW WHAT I 
WOULD HAVE CHARGED 
AN ORDINARY 
CUSTOMER FOR THAT 
INSTALL ATIONHENRY?, 


THE WHISKY AND ICE AND SODA SEEMED TO BRING 
WARMTH INTO THE LIVING ROOM, HENRY SAT BACK 
SMILING. .. LISTENING TO THE IDLE CHATTER... THE 
LATEST JOKE... THE LAUGHTER. HENRY WAS CONTENT... 


HENRY WENT INTO THE KITCHEN,..TURNED ON THE 
LIGHT... LOOKED AROUND. FOR А MOMENT, HIS HEART 
STOPPED. THERE WAS А BLOOD SPOT IN THE SINK. HE 
HURRIED ТО IT AND WIPED IT UP WITH A SPIT TLE-DAMPENED 
FINGER AS SOMEBODY CAME UP BEHIND НІМ... 


НОЖ RITA LIKE THE 


GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
UNIT, 


раг 


GEORGE FOLLOWED HENRY OUT ОҒ 
THE KITCHEN, GLANCING BACK WIST- 
FULLY... 


NTO one оғ тнозЕ | —q 
INSTALLATIONS... 
HOOKING IT UP WITH 


“Тне GUY WITH THE NAGGING WIFE. THAT WAS HENRY, 
ALL RIGHT. NOT АМУМОҒЕ, THOUGH. RITA WOULDN'T 
NAG НІМ ANY MORE. RITA WAS EAD. HENRY THOUGHT 
ABOUT RITA ...THOUGHT ABOUT THE WAY IT USED ТО BE. 

WELL, THIS GUY HAD A REAL SHREW Y HE MEANS, 

FOR A WIFE. ALWAYS NAGGING HENRY 00 
HIM. "MELVIN,DO THIS... 

MELVIN, DO THAT...“ 





| 


Yes, THAT'S THE WAY ІТ USED ТО ВЕ. JUST LIKE THE HE REMEMBERED HOW SHE'0 MAKE HIM ACCOUNT ТО HER. 
ЈОКЕ к» ма тепне РАВ BEEN А SHREW. FOR EVERYTHING... 
SHE'D А; AND 20 HENRY OVER THE YEARS _ YoU тоок F/VE DOLLARS PLEASE RIA 
UNMERCIFULLY. HENRY REMEMBERED... 3 уа ےک ر‎ Үү» 
LOOK AT THAT RUG! ALL TRACKEDY WEEK WHAT HAPPENED то \ BLE /7 AWAY. 
ШР! HOW MANY TIMES HAVE І 7OLD ІТ? 60 AHEAD! TELL ИЕ! |1 DIDNT DRINK 
YOU то W/PE YOUR FEET BEFORE WHAT DID YOU SPEND FIVE / ІТ! І SPENT IT... 
JOU COME INSIDE... DOLLARS ОЖ... ON CARFARE AND 








HE REMEMBERED HOW SHE'O MAKE 
HIM MISS THOSE RARE NIGHTS OUT WHAT 00 YOU MEAN, 
WITH THE BOYS... М 





WELL, IF YOU'D WAKE 
"YOU'RE TIRED" SO AM Zf МОКЕ МОМЕ WE COULD 
00 YOU THINK I PLAY AFFORD A CLOTHES 
GAMES WHILE YOU'RE АТ DRYER! now, 60 HANG 
THE OFFICE? YOULL WASH THESE UP ОМ THE LINES 
ТИЕ DISHES! I'LL WPE, 


WITH МЕ IN THE ЕУЕ- 
AINE! 


WaT ма IT THAT FIRST GAVE HENRY THE IDEA? НЕ 
MRS. GREEN DOWN THE BLOCK HAS А TRIED TO REMEMBER. WAS IT THAT 240/0 PROGRAM 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL UNIT HER HUSBAND HE'D BEEN LISTENING TO WHEN RITA MADE HIM TURN IT 
HAS CONS/DERATION. SO, UNTIL YOU CAN OFF?... y 





BUY МЕ ONE... У0// САМ ТАКЕ OUT THE (WITHOUT A BODY, IT'S AWFULLY/ FOR GOD'S 
GARBAGE. HERE/ AND THE CAN'S DIFFICULT TO BREAK A CASE, SAKES, TURN 
CHIEF, BUT JENKINS MADE OWE 
MISTAKE. LIME TAKES A LONG 
TIME/ WE FOUND WHAT WAS 
LEFT OF HER... 





Ов was IT RITA'S NAGGING? 


NOW ARS. ELLER HAS 

А бАЛВАбЕ DISPOSAL 
UNIT! SHE SAYS ITS 
WONDERFULI SHE 
SAYS IT GRINDS UP 
BONES ,EVEI 


WELL HENRY / 


WELL, HENRY. I'LL TELL YO 
SINCE YOU'RE MY FRIEND, TUL 
00 IT ОМҒАР THEY SEEM TO BE 

GETTING POPULAR ANO I NEED 

THE EXPERIENCE ОҒ NSTALL- 

/М6 ONE. NEVER МАД A CHANCE 
BEFORE... 


THINKING OF SUR- 
PRISING HER! 


THEN HE'D ANNOUNCED TO HIS WIFE... 


1I... I THINK YOU OUGHT TO GO WHAT'S ON YOUR 
то FLORIDA FOR А FEW WEEKS, | MIND, HENRY? YOU 
RITA. YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TRYING TO GET 
LOOKING WELL I'VE GOT 

А BONUS COMING, AND. 


LONG TIME NO SEE! 
HOW COME YOU AIN'T 
BEEN SOWL/NG 


GEORGE, HOW 
MUCH WOULD A 
GARBAGE DIS- 
POSAL UNIT 


Т COULD F/ND 1 
OUT, HENRY! 
WHY? THINKING 
OF GIVING THE 
WIFE А ЖЕ- 

SENT? 


..$0, I'LL CHARGE YOU FOR 

MATERIALS ONLY LABOR (THANKS! THANKS А 

1S FREE. WHATEVER IT 

COSTS МЕ, т COSTS YOU. 

WE'LL OTH BE DOING ЕАСИ, 

OTHER A FAVOR FAIR |! 
ENOUGH? 


¿or 


X HAVE BEEN LOOKING BADLY 
LATELY! FES, HENRY! I THINK 
I WILL GO TO FLORIDA. 





Rao ACTED EXACTLY AS HENRY GEORGE'D RITA'D COME INTO THE KITCHEN ANO 
HAD EXPECTED. SHE'D SQUEALED WITH DELIGHT... 

" - f WHAT'S WIS? Гон ү РОМ WHEN 
THAT'S 4/86/77 [ РЕСТҮ. т = | HENRY! А GARBAGE | You COME 


т'м OFF TO FLORDA 

TOMORROW NIGHTÍ 

HENRY GOT А 

800087 I 

JUST HOPE НЕ WORRY ABOUT 
AEHAVES ніы- HENRYK RITA 
SELF WHILE WE'LL KEEP OUR 
т'м вомЕ! EYES ON HIM... 


Дно HENRY'O TOLD GEORGE 


RITA'S LEAVING ON THE S/X SURE THING, 
O'CLOCK TRAIN, GEORGE!GET | HENRY! WE'LL HAVE 
IN TOUCH WITH THE BOYS HAVE A REGULAR 
“Ем ALL COME OVER WERE STAG PARTY men, 
TONIGHT ABOUT А/М... HEH! 5н-н-н-н-н” 
HERE SHE COMES f 


HE'D DRIVEN BACK, TURNED INTO THE GARAGE, CLOSED 
THE DOORS, DRAGGED НЕЯ BODY FROM THE TRUNK, ANO 
PROCEEDED ТО DISMEMBER IT. HE'D SAWED AND 
HACKED AND CHOPPED IT INTO TINY PIECES ANO SHOVED 
THEM INTO THE GROWLING , GRINDING, SUCKING GARBAGE 
DISPOSAL... 

HEH, HEH! WHO'LL THINK OF SEARCHING FOR 
WHAT'S LEFT OF RITA IN THE SEWERAGE WHEN 

SHE DOESN'T COME BACK FROM FLOR/DA/ АМО 

JUST WHAT WILL THEY FINO? 


OISPOSAL UNIT ВАС, RITA! 
OH... YOU MAMRLING 


, НЕ'О 
STOPPED, АМО BEAT HER HEAD TO A BLOODY PULP. 
UUHH...UUHH ЕКТІ 


"SURE; SHE ? DON'T 
SAYS. WODEKINS| МАМ” Í LIKE А GLASS | WEED /T, 
THE ШМОЕЯ- / оғ WATER ” ( NED! WE'VE 
ТАКЕР" Z GOT SOME | GOTOUR 
ÓN. он/0ғ2 А ОЮУ WELL 





GEORGE, THE PLUMBER, LOOKED ИР.. THEY ALL WENT INTO THE KITCHEN, 


GEORGE WENT DOWN INTO THE 


YOU MEAN YOU Y МОРЕ? RITA LAUGHING. GEORGE LOOKED PUZZLED...  CÊLLARf HENRY TURNED TO HIS 


TOWN MATER, / OUR ОШМ WELL 
HENRY? YEARS AGO, SHE 
SALO WE'D SAVE 
MONEY ON TAXES. 


— INTO A PRESSURE ТАМА” W HENRY C'MERE 
IT'S THE CLEAREST, FOR A MINUTE, 
FRESHEST, BEST TASTING 
WELL WATER You EVER 
ОРАМА! НЕЋЕ... 





THE HOUSE А PUMP BRINGS 
THE WATER UP THROUGH А 


Ir was GEORGE. HENRY WALKED ACROSS THE KITCHEN TO 
THE CELLAR DOOR WHERE НЕ 5ТООО. THE OTHERS STARED AT 
THE FLOWING TAP... 

HENRY! I ..I FEEL TERRIBLE. 

KNOW ABOUT THE WELL 

WELL WATER INTAKE WAS THE WASTE 

PIPE, I ATTACHED THE GARBAGE DISPOSAL 

UNIT TO IT! YoU...YOU HAVEN'T USED /7 

z 
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THIS IS WHAT MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN IF RALPH HADN'T GONE 


EYES OFF BEAUTIFUL WILMA DOONE. 
= 
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8 BEAUTIFUL 


Е SHE'S STALLING... 
А PERFECT 00) 


PURPOSELY.. WAITING 


TO KNOW ДЕ AS BADLY 
AS І WANT TO KNOW MER 
WELL, WHY МОТР I'LL 
OFFER TO OR/VE HER 

HOME .. ASK HER FOR А 





ҮНЕМ) RUN THEM < НАТ. ? X 
OVERS кі 0004047 
ВЕЕМ ABLE ТО ТАКЕ | IF YOU WANT THEM! 
MY EVES OFF YOU J TO GET ME 


HE'O HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH WILMA'S LOVELY НОМЕ, 
ANO, HOLDING HER HAND, RALPH WOULD HAVE ESCORTED HER 
ASK ME WAY I CAN'T TO THE ООО... 
EXPLAIN... HOW ABOUT GOING 00/7 17 т'о LOVE TO GO OUT wiTH 
WITH ME TOMORROW NIGHT, | YOU, RALPH, BUT МОТ AT NIGHT 
WILMA? МЕ CAN TAKE IN | /У/9 WEEK. X WANT TO GET 
АЗМОЖ.. DINNER... y/ MY SLEEP FOR мү NEW 
ANYTHING РО! 408. І WOULDN'T WANT TO 
2] GET F/RED NOW THAT YOU 


SHE'D HAVE SMILED AT HIM WARMLY AND AGREED TO GO 
OUT WITH HIM THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 
THEY'D HAVE TAKEN A WALK THROUGH THE PARK, GONE 
THROUGH THE 200. BY THEN, HE'D HAVE BEEN FEASTING 
HIS EYES ON HER BEAUTIFUL FACE...HER GLORIOUS FIGURE 


THE WAY THE SUNLIGHT GLEAMED ON HER SOFT.RED HAIR... 00K AT HIM, RALPH! SLX SWEAK/NS, (GURE, 


AREN'T THEY CUTE, RALPH? LOOK HOW THAT ONE BEAST! CHOKE,..OH, HOW І WATE 
ALMOST 74449 TO YOU WITH HIS EVES, ALL q CATS! ТАКЕ МЕ AWAY FROM HERE... 
RIGHT, FELLER...HERE'S А PEANUT FOR YOU... ТАКЕ МЕ //ОМЕ/ 


HONEY, „7 





n ү‏ ساسم 
бо RALPH WOULD HAVE TAKEN WILMA 1 RALPH WOULD HAVE DRIVEN HOME,‏ 


HOME. . . HIS CAR FLOATING LIKE A PINK CLOUD, 
НОМЕ... PINK CLON 
[AREN'T You сонета) ANOTHER ) - 
INVITE МЕ IN, J TIME,RALPH 1 HOWEVER, I'LL FOR- , /МЕ CAN 
WILMA? J77  DOYOU W/ND? ) УЕ YOU IF YOULL RIDE OUT 
Р HAVE ASPL/TTING \\LET ME PICK YOU UP | INTO THE 
НЕАРАСИЕ! TOMORROW. 


NEVER SAW ANYONE WHO HATED 
CATS 50! OH,WELL.. .A PHOBIA, 
X SUPPOSE... 


BUT, w ANOTHER INSTANT, THAT MEMORY WOULD HAVE THE NEXT DAY WOULD HAVE BEEN A WONDERFUL ONE FOR 
VANISHED. . . RALPH. .. WARM AND SUNNY. AND, EXCEPT FOR THE SMALL, 
ROE — таа DISTURBING INCIDENT THAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED WHEN HE 

Ганоллон IT'LL FIND JUST ERT CALLED FOR WILMA .. . 

SETTING ТО PUT HER IN THE 7/6//7 МООО.. 

7 ADON'T BOTHER ТО СОМЕ WN, (¢ PECUL/AR/ SHE 
ыа к 280 ня ТО ИЛЕУ МЕ: Í RALPHÍ I'LL GET MY COAT _ > DOESN'T SEEM ТО WANT 
4 Ў AND BE R/GHT WITH YOU. TO LET ME PASI THE 
FRONT DOOR. 


Ано А FEW SECONDS LATER, RALPH'S BEAUTIFUL RED- 
SLIGHTLY AJAR, AND THE 816 BLACK САТ WOULD'VE HEAD WOULO HAVE RUSHED OUT AFTER THE CAT, HER EYES 
PADDED OUT, PURRING ANO RUBBING AGAINST RALPH'S BLAZING IN FURY. THE CAT WOULD'VE ARCHED ITS BACK, 
LEG س‎ SPITTING AND BARING ITS FANGS AT THE SIGHT OF HER. 


£ KEEP AWAY FROM M. FOU 
(TREACHEROUS BLACK HELLIONI, 





Вит THE INCIDENT wOULD HAVE BEEN QUICKLY FORGOTTEN 
BY RALPH, WHOSE HEART AND MIND WOULD HAVE BEEN ТОО 
FULL OF LOVE FOR WILMA TO HARBOR ANY BAD THOUGHTS OF 
HER. ANO THEY'D HAVE DRIVEN OUT TO SOME CALM,QUIET, 
RUSTIC SPOT... AND HE'D HAVE PROPOSED. . . 


ОН, DARLING/ I 20 WANT YOU. 


YOU'LL NEVER ЖОЙ HOW MUCH. ) PEOPLE LOVE EACH 
OTHER, NOTHING ELSE 
SHOULD WAT TER. 

Га WOULON'T YOUR FAMILY 

ДД APPROVE OF ме? 


BUT I CAN'T MARRY YOU 


WILMA? HOW 


REAL MOTHER 


CAN YOU MATE | SHE'S MY STEP - 


YOUR ОРА 
MOTHER? 


MAY NOT LISTEN TO REASON, WELL... I'M МОГ 


PLEASE / DONT 


MOTHERS он, 
МАКЕ ME TALK ) 


Я ABOUT НЕН ANY- 


МОНЕ ITS SPOILED) 
THE WHOLE DAY 


GOING TO BACK DOWN WON... 


BUT WHY, DEAR? IF TWO 


RALPH WOULD HAVE WORRIED ABOUT 
WHAT WILMA HAD SAID, AND THE 
NEXT MORNING, HE'D HAVE СОМЕ ТО 
A DECISION. HE'D HAVE CALLED 
HIS BOSS ANO TOLD A WHITE ШЕ... 
I DON'T STAY OUT OFTEN, MR. 
PIERCE, BUT I'M JUST TOO 8/6) 

TO WORK TODAY. . . Және 


I'D... IT'D LIKE TO MEET 
YOUR FAMILY, WILMA... 
YOUR FATHER... YOUR 
MOTHER, THEY MUST 
BE WONDERFUL 
PEOPLE TO HAVE A 
DAUGHTER LIKE 

YOU... шы 


МҮ FATHER IS DEAD f 
AND MY MOTHER... X 
HATE HER WITH ALL 
MY HEART AND SOUL... 
WITH EVERY OUNCE OF 
STRENGTH IN мү BODY... 
Г HATE HER... 


AND HE'D HAVE LEFT HIS APARTMENT 
PLANNING EXACTLY WHAT HE WAS 
GOING ТО SAY ТО WILMA ОООМЕ5 
STEP-MOTHER... 


IT'LL MAKE HER UNDERSTAND 


THAT WILMA AND I LOVE EACH 
OTHER AND SHE CAN'T STAND 


RALPH WOULD HAVE FORCED HIMSELF TO WALK TO THE 
DOOR, AND HE'D HAVE PRESSED THE DOORBELL WITH 
TREMBLING HAND. IT WOULD HAVE SOUNDED LIKE THE 
KNELL OF DOOM TO НМ... 


[ IF SHE'S AS BAO AS WILMA SAYS SHE 18, SHE a TAKING SO LONG? 577342; 


MAYBE SHE'S NOT ДОМЕ? 





MRS. DOONE WOULD HAVE LET RALPH INTO THE HOUSE, 

AND HE'0 HAVE BEEN ASTONISHED TO SEE WHAT A SWEET 

LOOKING LITTLE OLD LADY SHE WAS, WITH А KINDLY 

LIGHT ІМ HER SOFT BLUE EYES, AND A WRINKLED FACE 

WREATHED ІМ A PLEASANT SMILE... 

YOURE A FRIEND ОҒ WILMA'S, 77 MRS. 

YOU SAY? НОМ ДАДЕ? WILMA"! DOONE. #4¿ PW 

AT WORK. BUT WHY DON'T YOU / cOWAN. THANK YOUf 
СОМЕ /#, THERE /5 SOME - 

THING Го LIKE то 


He'p HAVE TOLD HER OF HIS LOVE FOR WILMA АМО HE'D 
НАМЕ BEGGED FOR AND GOTTEN HER APPROVAL, АМО 


ЖИЕ-ТЖЕЖТУ” SAY! Го 
SETTER ВЕ 60/М6/7 WILMA 
WILL ВЕ НОМЕ FROM ЖОЛУ" 
SOON ANO І DON'T THINK 
SHE'D L/KE MY SEEING 
YOU BEHIND HER 8427” 


он, POPPYCOCK, 
YOUNG МАН! І WS/ST 
THAT YOU STAY TO ДИММЕ? 
LET ME POUR SOME OF 


RALPH'S BODY WOULD HAVE 0RAD- 
UALLY BEGUN TO ACHE AS EVERY 
SINEW АМО MUSCLE TIGHTENED, THEN 


WO, YOU WITCH! 


Ано HE WOULD HAVE REALIZED 
THAT HE COULD МО LONGER MOVE... 
THAT HE WAS PARALYZED, HE WOULD 
ВЕ ABLE ТО DO NOTHING BUT WATCH 
THE MARROW-CHILLING CHANGE 
СОМЕ OVER MOTHER ОООМЕ... 


RALPH WOULO HAVE LIKED THE OLD LA0Y RIGHT OFF, HER 
MOTHERLY MANNER WOULD'VE FILLED HIM WITH THE СОМҒ- 
DENCE HE NEEDED TO LAY HIS HEART BARE BEFORE HER. 
ANO А5 HE SPOKE, HER CATS WOULD HAVE COME OUT АМО 
PURRED AROUND HIM... 


YOU SEE, MR. COWELL? THE 








COWAN, МР5. DOONE! 


MOMENT І SAW YOU, т ANEW | BUT PLEASE...CALL ME 
YOU WERE 69000/ ШҮ CATS | RALPH NOW, ABOUT 


Р ИМА AND МЕ” Г. 
و ا‎ THAT IS... МЕ... 


LIKE your 


| ү, 


rn 
a АМ 


WHEN WILMA WOULD НАМЕ СОМЕ HOME, SHE'D HAVE 
SHOUTED ANGRILY AT HER STEP-MOTHER THE MOMENT 


SHE'D SEEN RALPH GROWING DROWSY FROM HIS 5ЕСОМО 
GLASS OF WINE. 


DO YOU THINK мү 2475 | SHUT ИРУ 
LIKE THE STINKING L. SHUT UP” 
ROTTING DEAD MEAT 

YOU DRAS HOME FROM 

YOUR ФЯАИҒ-0/66//М65, 


DON'T BE AN 





YES, RALPH ЖООШ HAVE BEEN UNABLE ТО DO ANY- ( HE'LL LOOK АТ YOU AND НЕ WON'T SHE'S #/@//T, 
THING... EXCEPT LISTEN AND WATCH AS THE OLD SEE YOUR BEAUTY ANY MORE. HE'LL | RALPH! SHE /57, 
LADY SHARPENED THE CLEAVER АМО WILMAPLEAD- | SEE YOU SG?47C#///6@ AT GRAVES 

ED WITH HER... D1/66/N6 DOWN TO THE ROTTING 
PLEASE NOT THIS ONE Ñ IT'S TOO LATE, |) СОҒҒИМ5 WITH THEIR 4/04.2У І RIED ТО 

т WANTED HIM... FOR A YOU FOOL f HE PUTRESCENT CORPSES. AND HIDE IT FROM 
HUSBAND! A WOMAN NEEDS | KNOWS Now! You! I TRIED. 
АМАН. ЕУЕМ IF SHE /5 4 ү-^ НОМ COULD YOU 
6HOUL. YOU GOT THE EXPECT HIM TO 
OTHERS LEAVE THIS LOVE YOU NOW... 
ONE, I'LL BARING THE 

CATS MEAT... 


Ано THE LAST THING RALPH WOULD HAVE REMEMBERED 
BEFORE HE DIED WAS THE ANXIOUS SPITTING OF THE 
HUNGRY CATS AND THE WHINING OF THE CLEAVER AS 
THE OLD LADY HACKED АТ HIM AND WILMA'S VOICE 
LAUGHING... LAUGHING... 


(Т МОРЕ HE'S А5 
6000 45 THE ү) 


WELL, RALPH WAS LUCKY, KIDDIES! VERY LUCKY ' НЕ 
WAS SO ABSORBED IN WILMA'S EXCITING BEAUTY, HE 
DION'T LOOK WHERE HE WAS @0///@... 


TLL OFFER ТО 0#/VE HER МОШЕ... 
ASK HER FOR A DATE... AND 





THE WIND HOwLE0 AND BLEW ICILY AROUND THE LONE МАМ 
ON PLODDING SNOWSHOES STRUGGLING THROUGH THE 
WINTRY WASTELANDS. SNOW STILL LAY IN A THICK WHITE 
CARPET AS FAR AS HIS ACHING,TE ARING EYES COULD SEE, 
EVEN THOUGH THE SPRING THAWS HAD BEGUN BACK AT ТНЕ 
RIVER. WHEEZIN6,. . HIS BREATH FROSTING WHITELY IN A 
CLOUD AND TURNING TO ICE ON HIS CHEEK! 
STUMBLED ОМ, AND AT LAST SAW THE WEL: 
GLEAMING INTO THE GATHERING DARKNESS AHEAD... THE 
TRAPPER'S CABIN... NESTLED AMONG THE TOWERING 
АО! МЕЗ... 








YES, Т АЖО. THEY TOLD WELL, 0000.6000: 
ME BACK AT THE SETTLEMENT | JUST LE'ME KNOW 
THAT JAKE BARROW WOULO WHAT YOU'RE WILLIN' 
ч SELL OUT НІЗ CABIN АМО Т" PAYf I'M READY 
LORD! I NEVER KNEW ALASKA HOWDY, NEDf wELL, GEAR. I САМЕ ТО МАКЕ N TO START PACKIN' 
WOULD ве ле COLD umur | 7'ИЕ әсем тпАрртна | | 2945 AND #07 rov OUT. RIGHT AWAY... 
WED DRAKE... JUST UP FROM THE | THESE PARTS FOR 
STATES LOOKING TO SETTLE | QUITE А SPELL... 
ОЙҒА IN THESE PARTS ANO TRY / АМО I'M READY ТО 
MY LUCK AT TRAPPING... PULL UP STAKES AND 
2/7, MYSELF... 


THE TWO мЕН SETTLED THE MATTER) | WHY, YES/ мү А WAN ANO HIS | SPEAKING ОҒ 
QUICKLY, AND NED DRAKE WAS SUR- WIFE'S WAITING \ КЕМЕ WARN WIFE TRAPPED WIVES JAKE 
PRISED AT THE REASONABLE TERMS BACK AT THE YOU, SON IN А UTTLE WHERE'S 
SOMEHOW, JAKE BARROW APPEARED | | SETTLEMENT. ALASKA'S GOT | | CABIN FOR SO YOURS? Ter 
ANX/OUS TO Ф0.. WHICH SEEMED SOON AS THE THAN |[LONG, HARSH | | LONG ... WITH SAID ВАСК АТ 
CLEARS THE 74/4, | WINTERS! soME-] | NOTHIN T' 0O 
ІІ BRING HER Í TIMES YOU GET. | | вит LOOK AT 
JAKE... BUT ЖУУ ARE UP. MUST BE COZY \ SNOWED IN FOR | | EACH OTHER... 
YOU QUITTING? EVERY- / HERE THROUGH THE | WEEXS...EVEN | | WELL. IT AN'T 
ONE SAYS YOU GOT / LONELY ІТ / | WINTERS, SITTIN’ YL. W#ONTHS... 50 согу” 
Ж/ВИУТҮ 6000 САМ GET ОМ 4 | THE WARM FIRE Амо... 
TRAPPINGS ор N YOUR AERVES 
HERE...PLENTY ОР | AFTER A WHILE 
SILVER FOX... LYNX 
BEAVER... £VEAY- 


SHE...SHE...wELL, SON. IT'S А LONE НЕ TWO MEN SETTLED DOWN, STUFFED THEIR PIPES, AND LIT UP. CURIOSITY 
STORY. YOU OUGHT TO HEAR ІТ CONSUMED NED DRAKE АВ HE WAITED FOR THE STORY TO BEGIN. JAKE'S EYES 
THOUGH. YOU MIGHT 7У/МА TWICE | NARROWED , FIXING THEMSELVES UPON THE FLICKERING OIL LAMP ON THE 
ABOUT BRINGIN' A WOMAN UP TABLE, THE TRAPPER STARED MOOOILY AT THE DANCING FLAME WITH А 5ЕС- 
HERE. AN' SINCE I CAN'T LEAVE RET SMILE TUGGING AT HIS LIPS, BEFORE HIS VOICE ROSE ABOVE THE WIND, 
TILL MORNIN’ ANYWAY, І MIGHT AS WAILING OUTSIDE LIKE А LOST SOUL... Гаа — 


WELL TELL IT ТО YUH HAD A 2L/ZZARD BACK ABOUT THE 
MIDDLE OF JANUARY. IT WAS А WHOPPER... 





‘FUNNY ном А SOUNO LIKE MUNCHIN' 
САН GET ОМ YOUR NERVES WHEN IT 
GOES ON LIKE THAT ALL THE TIME, 
IF IT WEREN'T FOR МҮ BOOKS, IT 
WOULD'VE PROBABLY DRIVEN МЕ 
NUTS AFTER THE FIRST WEEK. BUT I 
KEPT READIN’ AND IGNORIN' MIRAN- 
DA'S STUFFIN' HERSELF... 


` To MIRANDA, ALWAYS А HOGGISH EATER, THE IDEA ОҒ 
CONSERVING FOOD WAS THE WORST KIND OF TORTURE . 
SHE WAS MISERABLE FROM THEN ON AS EACH MEAL WAS 
REDUCED TO А BIT OF DRIED FISH, WASHED DOWN WITH 


SOME WEAK COFFEE... . 


JAKES FOR 600'8 SAKE 

гм AUNGRY! т.м 57АЯУ- 
; МӨ TO DEATH! I CAN'T 

STAWD т... s 


N THE SETTLEMENT LOOKS LIKE ( 


YOU'LL JUST WAVE TO 
STAND IT, YOU FAT FOOL. 
WHAT'LL YOU EAT WHEN 
THIS 18 GONE? 


DAY AFTER DAY, THEN, THERE WAS NOTHIN' Т'00 BUT EAT 
АМ SLEEP AND KILL TIME. MIRANDA PLAYED SOLITAIRE 
MOSTLY _ THAT, АМО ATE...’ 


CHOMP... СНОМР...СНОМР.. 


“Ме, гм A GREAT READER f HAD A 
0000 STOCK OF BOOKS ON HAND TOO. 
HER EATIN' ANO MY READIN' KEPT 
US OUT OF EACH OTHER'S HAIR, I | [£ ВЕ, z 
GUESS, BUT THE SNOW КЕРТ FALLIN' [70005 кинин Low! 


—-PILIN' UP...AN' WE WERE KEPTPRIS- | JERKED SEEF‘S ALL EATINe, 
ONERS LONGER THAN WE EXPECTED ” [22 ONE CAN OF ЈАКЕ! 


[` Wr 
| 
| 
| 


EVEN IF І COULD 0/6 МУ ЖАУ BEANS ІЕҒТ...А LITTLE | GO ОМ 
OUT, I COULON'T МАКЕ /7 TO FLOUR... SOME DRIED | RATION- 
Nef NO, 
ЗАКЕ! 


FISH, YOU GOTTA STOP 
EATING ALL THE TIME, ° 
MIRANDA! WE GOTTA GO 
ON STRICT RATIOWNING... 


WE'RE TRAPPED HERE ANOTHER 
MONTH, MIRANDA... ) 


MIRANDA POINTED ТО MY OIL LAMP. 


WHAT ABOUT THAT 2..THE WHALE DON'T YOU 
O/L YOU BURN IN THAT ААА. Ј0ЅТ \ EVER TOUGH 
то READ SOME STUPID BOOKS? 

N THAT'S 6000 RICH FOOD... WHALE 
\ OIL. AND YOURE MASTING /77 


THAT OILf 
WEVER THAT'S 

/ FOR4E..TO 

READ BY! 
UNDERSTAND 7 





MIRANDA DIDN'T UNDERSTAND, ОҒ COURSE. SHE 
GOULDN'T SEE THAT МҮ BOOKS... МҮ PRECIOUS 
READING...WAS A TREASURE THAT KEPT ME FROM 
GOING MAD... OCCUPYING MY MINO DURING THOSE LONG 
ORAGGING HOURS.. .DAYS. . ,WEEKS... ETERNITIES. 


OH, YOU WON'T STARVE, 80..,80 


MWIRANDA...NOT WITH ALL во МЕРУ 
THAT FAT YOU FLOAT INf 


YOU COULD PROBABLY W/BERAATE 
FOR WEEKS...LIKE А BEAR. SO 
STOP TRYING ТО MAKE ME PITY 


ГІ SPRANG АТ HER IN A FURY... | 
CURSED HER...PUL LED THE KEG 
FROM HER FAT GREASY PAWS...’ 


IT'S EMPTY! ӘОМЕ/ | STUPID 





THATS FUNNY! O/L'S GETTING 
LOW! THE LAMP ISN'T BURNING IT 
UP THAT FAST! UNLESS, ..UNLESS.. . 


FOR А MOMENT I WANTED то 4744 
HER. AND THEN І REMEWBERED/ 


| EVEN WITH THE WHALE OIL GON 


WHALE BLUBBER/ THEY'LL GIVE 


0, / YOU UGLY TUB OF LARA ) YOU N 1 COULD STILL READ... zz 
| DRINKING MY.. мү... AND 22 | TALLOW САА Е5...МАСЕ FROM 


HOW WILL I SEE, 
ЖОР? HOW WILL 


1 READ ШУ 


BURNING SEVERAL CANDLES AT ONCE, I OBTAINED 
| ENOUGH LIGHT TO READ BY AND ONCE MORE I SETTLED 


| DOWN TO LONG, OUIET, SATISFYING HOURS ОҒ INDULGING 
IN MY PRINTED PLEASURE! 


BOOKS! 
WELL MY 
STOMACH 


ME THE LIGHT I NEED... 


7 THE CANDLES! WHY THERE'RE ONLY A FEW 
LEFT! вит I D/DW'T BURN ТИЕМ! THERE WERE 
PLENTY...OF. . . MIRANDA 7 


MIRANDA 





“І WANTED TO STRANGLE HER BUT 


/ ялға” ою YOU TOF COURSE \ (“бие was (но! соменіме uP! т 
KNEW IT/ І TRIED ТО FORCE THE | | MY FINGERS ONLY SANK INTO FLABBY 
FAT FOLDS ОҒ HER NECK, AND I DIDN`T| 


| тоусн мү CAWDLESFINOT LET ME 

\ AASWER ИЕ. 7 807 жн | TRUTH FROM HER BUT SHE KEPT 

у DENYING IT... жар HAVE THE STRENGTH ТО PENETRATE 
THAT PROTECTION. . [p= 


YOU FEMALE `S ЈАКЕ. DON'T 
тием? матае. SWINE ! WHERE ARE ) LET ME OF ALOATED TUB OF LARO.. 
MYCANDLES? и IT'S RATS I 
RATS/_ SURE! | ANSWER ue! TELL Youf <“ 
THATS I71 I HEARD THEM 
GNAWING 


LAST NIGHT 


FVEAN,IT WAS A RAT ALL RIGHT! А 8/6, FAT FEMALE 


| 747 нәмео МРАМОРА..." 
EATING ШУ CANDLES 
rou? rou. 


WHAT'S THAT? CHEWING | 

SOUNDS! 1S /7 RATS, 

AFTER ALL, AT MY 
CANDLES? 


[Tiene was ony ONE CANDLE LEFT. 1 SCREAMED АТНЕЯ) |“бне FOUGHT FIERCELY... UKE A WILO ELEPHANT,SHE 
LEAVE /TZ YOU ATE ALL THE тм WUNGRY, ) | MANAGED TO SHOVE ME AWAY ANO CRAM THE LAST CANDLE 
OTHERS! DOZENS OF THEM! Ж |207! неп enEEDY SULLE р 
LEAVE ME THE LAST ОМЕ/ С DIRTY, ҒА) OVERSTUFFED 

PLEASE! PLE ASE f 5108.. 





“Өне LAUGHED АТ МЕ... MOCKED Еуен THE wooo sUPPLY FOR THE 
FIREPLACE WAS RUNNING LOW. MY 
EYES TURNED BLOODSHOT AND 
(та. KILL Қ 60 AHEAD! SHOOT 007... 8/7 HERE WITH SMARTED AND GAVE ME INTOLERABLE 
YOU FOR THAT, | наннан! 590077 / WY BODY ROTTING | HEADACHES ,AS I WAS FORCED TO 
MIRANDA! AWAY /WTO А STINK A READ BY THE DIM WAVERING FIRI 
ги... М6 MESS? шөнт... | 
= SHE CAN'T EAT WOOD, 
THANK HEAVENS! BUT 
мү EVES... LORD. 


FI ЗРЕМТ THE WHOLE DAY CAREFULLY SCRAPING OFF EVERY 

| SHRED OF FATTY TISSUE STILL CLINGING TO THE HIDES, 
THESE UNCURED FURS! І СОЛО SCRAPE HOARDING EACH KNIFE SLIVER INTO А CAN, AS IF IT WERE 
OFF THE EXCESS ANIMAL FAT... ВОН IF (990 СТТ 
ДОЖА... URN /7 IN THE LAMP. Г PHEW? AWFUL SMELL! BUT I'LL BE ABLE 


TO READ мү 090048 АбА/А/ WITHOUT GOING 


"BUT IN THE MORNING, WHEN I LOOKED INTO THE | 


САМ ТНАТ SHOULD HAVE HELD THE SCRAPS ОҒ ANIMAL- 


/7 РОЖИ IN THE /RON РОТ...6000 ANIMAL 
6ЯЕА8Е...То BURN.. то READ BX. 
YAWNN 





010 І WHAT, ЈАКЕ? DID І Ғ47 YOUR 
ANIMAL-FAT SHAVINGS. WELL, 
OF COURSE, YOU FOOL! KIND OF 
RANCID...BUT I DIDN'T MIND 

I WAS AUNGRY.... 


JAKE BARROW PAUSED. HE SHRUGGED AND SIGHED. HE 
WAS STILL STARING FIXEDLY AT THE HISSING, DANCING 
FLAME OF THE OIL LAMP. THEN, HE WENT ОН... 
SO THAT'S THE STORY, SONI 

THAT'LL GIVE YOU AN /ДЕА YOU DIDN'T 

OF WHAT AN ALASKAN WINTER 

CAN РО TO А MAN ANO WIFE 

SNOWBOUND TOGETHER... 


4 


VAKE? WHAT /$ /7, ЈАКЕ? 


SEND YOUR W/FE BACK ТО МОШЕ, SON 
GET IN А 6000 SUPPLY ОҒ BOOKS 
NOTHING LIKE CURLIN' UP WITH À 


9000 BOOK BY Ан O/L LAMP ON 
DARK WINTRY SNOWED-IN NIGHTS... 


BESIDE JAKE, ON THE TABLE, THE OIL LAMP FLICKERED. JAKE GLANCED 
AT ITS FLAME AND BACK TO NED, ANO ONCE MORE, THAT SECRET LITTLE 


SMILE TUGGED AT HIS MOUTH... 


THE O/L LAMP. 
IE 
THOUGHT YOU 
SAID MIRANDA 
DRANK UP ALL 
THE WHALE 
OIL! AND..ANO 
THOSE ALLOW 


CANDLES. .WHERE 
DID YOU GET 








